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1. General call description  

The ERA-CVD partner countries are issuing the EXCELLENT PAPER IN CARDIOVASCULAR (EPCA) 
research AWARD to recognize the most remarkable and outstanding scientific publications by young 
researchers in the field of cardiovascular research. First authors of candidate publications published 
between January 1st, 2017 and December 31st, 2017 from CVD partner countries are eligible to apply. 
The deadline for proposal submission is March 16th 2018. 
  
An award will be presented to the best proposal: The winner will be invited as a special ERA-CVD 
Young Investigator lecturer in the ESC Congress 2018, 25-29.8. 2018. The travel costs related to the 
lecture will be covered by ERA-CVD. 
 
Call Partner Countries: All ERA-CVD partner countries 

2. Aim of the call  

ERA-CVD (European Research Area Network on Cardiovascular Diseases) has been set up to link 23 
national research funding programmes and organizations in the field of cardiovascular research in 
Europe, Israel, Canada and Taiwan. The award is designed as a form of encouragement and support 
for young researchers at the early stage of their career. 

3. Eligibility 

The candidate must fulfil the following criteria: 
 

Author: 

 

- First Author in the proposed publication. 
- Age under 35 years old at the date of publication. Eligible breaks include 

parental leaves, long-term illness and national service. Other legal or personal 
circumstances are considered on a case-by-case basis. Concerning parental 
leave, national rules apply, or 12 months per child, whichever is the greatest.  

- The Author must be affiliated in a CVD partner country at the time of publication 
(see Annex). 

- In case of equal first co-authorship, the award may be shared, if all authors meet 
the eligibility criteria for the award. 

Publication: 

 

- Award period: published between January 1st, 2017 and December 31st, 2017. 

- Original research article in an international peer review journal. 
- Impact factor of the journal above 10 based on the ISI Web of Knowledge.  
- Topic of the article must be clearly relevant to cardiovascular research. 
- Affiliation of the first author in a call partner country as stated in the publication. 

http://admin-apps.isiknowledge.com/JCR/JCR?PointOfEntry=Home&SID=W2bfkml3nnNLD5jcInf
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4. Application 

Young researchers from the ERA-NET partner countries listed in the call text may submit a proposal 
for the EPCA. The proposal must be submitted electronically using the online form available through 
the CVD web page (http://www.era-cvd.eu/). Both pre- and postdoctoral young researchers working 
in ERA-CVD partner countries are encouraged to apply.  

Applications are accepted from the first author of an original article published within the award 
period. The application consists of the following documents, bundled together into a single PDF file: 

• Application form 
• Short CV (maximum of one page) 
• PDF of the article  

The deadline for applications is March 16th, 2018. Applications must be sent to the ERA-CVD EPCA 
secretariat (see page 1) by 5:00 PM (UTC-GMT time). Incomplete applications will be rejected. 

5. Evaluation  

ERA-CVD will carry out the evaluation of the proposals by consulting high-level scientists in the field.  

This could be done in collaboration with the EAB. Each ERA-CVD member will evaluate the proposals 
and rank them.  

The proposals will be evaluated on the following criteria: 

• Theoretical approach and scientific quality 
• Scientific impact for the area 
• Novelty and innovativeness of research  

Based on the evaluation, the highest ranking proposals will be awarded the prizes.  

Management  

The ERA-CVD EPCA Secretariat together with the national funding agencies will be responsible for the 
management of the evaluation process.  

The applicants will be informed about the decisions individually by the EPCA Secretariat in June 2018.  

6. Award Presentation  

The winner will win a 3000 euros prize and will be invited as a special ERA-CVD Young Investigator 
lecturer in the ESC Congress 2018, 25-29.8.2018. The award and travel costs related to the lecture 
will be covered by ERA-CVD. The winner may also be invited to contribute to the planning of the 
future activities in young investigator support within the ERA-CVD. 
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7. Call Schedule  

  
• Announcement of the call  February 16, 2018 
• Deadline for proposal submission  March 16,  2018 
• Deadline for sending Evaluation of the proposals to EPCA 

secretariat 
May 18,  2018 

• Decisions and information about the evaluation results June 8,  2018 
• Award Presentation Ceremony August 25-29,  2018 

8. National Contacts for further information  

For further information, follow the links below or contact your national representative:  

Country Contact person Contact information 

Austria Inge Unfried 

Nicola Wiskocil 

Austrian Science Fund (FWF) 

nicola.wiskocil@fwf.ac.at 

+43 1 505 67 40 8214 

 inge.unfried@fwf.ac.at 

+43 1 505 67 40 8210 
www.fwf.ac.at 

Belgium 
(Flanders) 

Alain Deleener 

Toon Monbaliu 

Research Foundation – Flanders (FWO) 

+32 2 550 15 70 
eranet@fwo.be 
www.fwo.be        

Belgium 
(Wallonia) 

Joël Groeneveld 

  

Fonds national de la Recherche Scientifique (FNRS) 

joel.groeneveld@frs-fnrs.be 
www.fnrs.be 

Estonia Kartin Kello Estonian Research Council (ETAg) 

katrin.kello@etag.ee 

www.etag.ee 

Canada Adrian Puga 

Diane Forbes 

 

Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR)  

adrian.puga@cihr-irsc.gc.ca  

diane.forbes@cihr-irsc.gc.ca 
www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca 

mailto:nicola.wiskocil@fwf.ac.at
mailto:inge.unfried@fwf.ac.at
mailto:inge.unfried@fwf.ac.at
http://www.fwf.ac.at/
http://www.fwo.be/
mailto:joel.groenvald@frs-fnrs.be
http://www.fnrs.be/
mailto:katrin.kello@etag.ee
http://www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/
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Country Contact person Contact information 

Finland Erkki Raulo Academy of Finland (AKA) 

 
erkki.raulo@helsinki.fi 
www.aka.fi  

France Deborah Zyss 

 

National Research Agency (ANR) Health & Biology Department  

Phone: +33 (0) 1 78 09 81 74 

ERA-CVDCalls@agencerecherche.fr 
 www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr 

Germany Wolfgang 
Ballensiefen 

Hella Lichtenberg 

DLR Project Management Agency (DLR PT) 
Phone: +49 228 3821-1157 

Wolfgang.Ballensiefen@dlr.de 

Hella.Lichtenberg@dlr.de 

 

www.gesundheitsforschung-bmbf.de 

Israel  Nava Levine Chief Scientist Office, Ministry of Health (CSO-MOH) 

nava.levine@moh.gov.il 

 

http://www.health.gov.il/UnitsOffice/PH/Scientist/Pages/default.aspx 

Italy Maria Grazia 
Mancini  

 

Ministry of Health (MoH-IT)  

Phone: +39 06 5994 3215  

research.EU.dgric@sanita.it  

 www.salute.gov.it 

 

Latvia Uldis Berkis State Education Development Agency (VIAA) 

 
uldis.berkis@rsu.lv 
www.lza.lv 

Netherlands  Marty Beurskens 

 

Dutch Heart Foundation 

 

m.beurskens@hartstichting.nl 

www.hartstichting.nl 

 

mailto:hannele.lahtinen@aka.fi
http://www.aka.fi/
mailto:ERA-CVDCalls@agencerecherche.fr
http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/
mailto:Wolfgang.Ballensiefen@dlr.de
mailto:Hella.Lichtenberg@dlr.de
http://www.gesundheitsforschung-bmbf.de/
mailto:NAVA.LEVINE@MOH.GOV.IL
mailto:uldis.berkis@rsu.lv
mailto:m.beurskens@hartstichting.nl
http://www.hartstichting.nl/
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Country Contact person Contact information 

Netherlands Erica Hackenitz 

 

   

 

The Netherlands Organisation for Health Research and Development 

 

Hackenitz@zonmw.nl 

www.zonmw.nl 

 

Norway  

 

Henrietta 
Blankson 

  

 

The Research Council of Norway (RCN) 

 

hbl@rcn.no 

www.rcn.no 

 

Poland Małgorzata 
Ziemińska 

 

National Centre for Research and Development (NCBR) 

 

malgorzata.zieminska@ncbr.gov.pl 

www.ncbr.gov.pl 

Portugal Rita  Cavaleiro 

Anabela Isidro  

 

 
FCT – The Foundation for Science and Technology 

 

rita.cavaleiro@fct.pt   

Phone: +351 213 911 541 

anabela.isidro@fct.pt  

Phone: + 351 213 911 552 

 

 www.fct.pt 

 
 

Portugal  Dr. Rui Ferreira 
(MS) 

Ministry of Health - Portuguese Republic (MS) 

cruzferreira@netcabo.pt 

cruzferreira@dgs.min-saude.pt 

www.portaldasaude.pt 

mailto:Hackenitz@zonmw.nl
http://www.zonmw.nl/
mailto:malgorzata.zieminska@ncbr.gov.pl
http://www.ncbr.gov.pl/
mailto:rita.cavaleiro@fct.pt
mailto:anabela.isidro@fct.pt
http://www.fct.pt/
mailto:cruzferreira@netcabo.pt
mailto:cruzferreira@dgs.min-saude.pt
http://www.portaldasaude.pt/
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Country Contact person Contact information 

Romania Ioana Ispas 

 

National Authority for Scientific  Research and Innovation (ANCSI) 

 ioana.ispas@ancs.ro 

www.research.ro 

Slovakia Martin Novak Slovak Academy of Sciences (SAS) 

 
mnovak@up.upsav.sk 
www.sav.sk 

Tel.: +421 2 57510179 

Fax: +421 2 57510602  

 

Slovenia  Eva Batista Ministry of Education, Science and Sport  (MIZS) 

eva.batista@gov.si 

http://www.mizs.gov.si/ 

Spain  Rafael De Andrés 
Medina 

Institute of Health Carlos III (ISCIII) 

ERA@isciii.es 

rdandres@isciii.es 

www.isciii.es 

Taiwan  Louis Chen MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (MoST) 

Department of International Cooperation and Science Education 

ymchen@most.gov.tw 

https://www.most.gov.tw/ 

 

Turkey Övgü ÇELİKLER 

 

TURKIYE BILIMSEL VE TEKNOLOJIK ARASTIRMA KURUMU (TUBITAK) 

ovgu.celikler@tubitak.gov.tr 

www.tubitak.gov.tr 

 

 

mailto:ioana.ispas@ancs.ro
http://www.research.ro/
mailto:mnovak@up.upsav.sk
http://www.sav.sk/
mailto:eva.batista@gov.si
http://www.mizs.gov.si/
mailto:ERA@isciii.es
mailto:rdandres@isciii.es
http://www.isciii.es/
mailto:ymchen@most.gov.tw
mailto:ovgu.celikler@tubitak.gov.tr
http://www.tubitak.gov.tr/
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